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Message to the Congress on Trade With Vietnam 
June 8, 2001

To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with section 407 of the 

Trade Act of 1974, as amended (19 U.S.C. 
2434) (the ‘‘Trade Act’’), I am transmitting 
a copy of a proclamation that extends non-
discriminatory tariff treatment to the prod-
ucts of Vietnam. As an annex to the procla-
mation, I also enclose the text of the 
‘‘Agreement Between the United States of 
America and the Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam on Trade Relations,’’ which was signed 
on July 13, 2000, including related annexes 
and exchanges of letters. 

Implementation of this Agreement will 
strengthen political relations between the 
United States and Vietnam and produce 
economic benefits for both countries. It will 
also help to reinforce political and eco-
nomic reform in Vietnam. 

I believe that the Agreement is con-
sistent with both the letter and spirit of 
the Trade Act. The Agreement provides for 
mutual extension of nondiscriminatory tariff 
treatment, while seeking to ensure overall 
reciprocity of economic benefits. The 
Agreement includes safeguard arrange-
ments designed to ensure that imports from 
Vietnam will not disrupt the U.S. market. 

The Agreement also facilitates and ex-
pands the rights that U.S. businesses will 

have in conducting commercial transactions 
both within Vietnam and with Vietnamese 
nationals and business entities, and includes 
provisions dealing with settlement of com-
mercial disputes, investment, financial 
transactions, and the establishment of gov-
ernment commercial offices. Vietnam also 
agrees to adopt standards for intellectual 
property protection that match the stand-
ards set forth in the WTO Agreement on 
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Prop-
erty Rights. 

On June 1, 2001, I waived application 
of subsections 402 (a) and (b) of the Trade 
Act with respect to Vietnam. I urge that 
Congress act as soon as possible to approve, 
by a joint resolution referred to in section 
151 (b) (3) of the Trade Act, the extension 
of nondiscriminatory treatment to the prod-
ucts of Vietnam as provided for in the 
Agreement. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
June 8, 2001. 

NOTE: The related memorandums of June 
1 and June 8 and the proclamation of June 
8 are listed in Appendix D at the end of this 
volume.

The President’s Radio Address 
June 9, 2001

Good morning. This week I marked Na-
tional Homeownership Week by volun-
teering with a local Habitat for Humanity 
work crew in Tampa, Florida. I was privi-
leged to work with local volunteers to help 
build a home for Johana Rodriguez and 
her family. Like all Habitat families, Ms. 
Rodriguez contributed her own hard work 

to her home’s construction. And she takes 
great pride in the fact that she’ll soon fulfill 
the American Dream of being a home-
owner. 

More Americans than ever before are ex-
periencing that dream. But it still eludes 
too many people. For instance, while the 
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rate of homeownership amongst all Ameri-
cans is nearly 68 percent, the rate among 
African American and Hispanic families is 
under 50 percent. These numbers are trou-
bling, because homeownership lies at the 
heart of the American Dream. It is a key 
to upward mobility for low- and middle-
income Americans. It is an anchor for fami-
lies and a source of stability for commu-
nities. It serves as the foundation of many 
people’s financial security, and it is a source 
of pride for people who have worked hard 
to provide for their families. We need to 
do more to promote homeownership in 
America. And my administration is pro-
posing a number of ways to do just that. 

Our 2002 budget dedicates more than 
$30 billion to the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. This is an in-
crease of almost $2 billion over current 
funding levels. We are working in a variety 
of ways to build and sustain neighborhoods 
in inner cities and rural communities across 
America. 

One particular program, the American 
Dream Downpayment Fund, will provide 
$200 million in downpayment assistance to 
help 130,000 low-income families buy 
homes. In addition, my administration an-
nounced earlier this week a program to 
allow people who receive low-income rental 
assistance to bundle a year’s worth of pay-
ments and use the money for a downpay-
ment or to make monthly payments on a 
new mortgage. 

We’re also proposing a $1.7 billion tax 
credit to support the rehabilitation or new 
construction of up to 100,000 homes over 
a 5-year period. And this week I was proud 

to sign a bipartisan tax relief bill that will 
let Americans keep more of their hard-
earned money, money they can use to help 
purchase a new home or pay the mortgage 
of an existing home. 

Government can play a helpful role, but 
so must many others. My administration is 
dedicated to helping the private sector or-
ganizations, like Habitat for Humanity, that 
build homes and lift lives. HUD’s Self-Help 
Ownership Opportunity Program provides 
seed money to groups like Habitat to pur-
chase land for homes and build streets and 
utilities in local neighborhoods. Next year’s 
budget will propose tripling the program’s 
funds to expand its reach. 

If you have an opportunity to help Habi-
tat for Humanity or other organizations 
working to make the American Dream a 
reality for more families, I hope you do 
so. Government funding can help, but 
Habitat relies on volunteers to accomplish 
the bulk of its mission. And I can tell you 
from personal experience, there’s no better 
way to feel like you’re making a difference 
than to put hammer to nail and help people 
realize their dreams. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 2:10 p.m. 
on June 7 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 
9. The transcript was made available by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on June 8 but 
was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of this 
address.

Remarks on the Execution of Timothy McVeigh
June 11, 2001

This morning the United States of Amer-
ica carried out the severest sentence for 
the gravest of crimes. The victims of the 

Oklahoma City bombing have been given 
not vengeance but justice. And one young 
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